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On Jan. 28, over 500,000 miners, oil workers, steelworkers, farmers and members of other unions
were on strike to demand wage hikes, a return to automatic wage hikes to compensate for inflation,
and to protest government decrees authorizing massive layoffs and restrictions on the right to strike
and collective bargaining. Unions representing 180,000 oil workers, miners, electricity workers and
farmers launched a 48-hour strike on Monday. SiderPeru's 6,000 employees marked the eighth
day of a strike in the northern port city of Chimbote. Public employees participated in a 24-hour
strike Monday to "defend employment stability." According to miners union leader Jorge Quezada
Linan, the 48-hour strike will cause financial losses estimated at $20 million. The strike was called
by the Intersectoral State Workers Confederation (CITE), which claims a membership of over
600,000. CITE members were joined by public school teachers in street protests. The Peruvian
Campesino Confederation (CCP) joined the two-day strike to protest the absence of credit. CCP
president Manuel Asanza said 360,000 ha. of cultivable land has not been planted due to inadequate
financial resources. He added that the government has delivered only $60 million of a total $220
million promised to farmers for the current agricultural cycle toward purchase of seeds, fertilizers,
and other inputs. Spokespersons for the country's 200,000-member teacher union confederation
(Sindicato Unico de Trabajadores de la Educacion del Peru-SUTEP), threatened to occupy local
administrative offices and organize street demonstrations. The teachers are demanding payment of
January salaries. The Education Ministry had recently announced that teachers would not be paid at
the end of the month due to "liquidity problems." On Monday in Lima, strikers clashed with police
during protest marches through downtown streets. Police used nightsticks and water cannon in an
attempt to disperse the crowds. (Basic data from several reports by AFP, EFE, 01/28/91)
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